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Maul dinds devel opment has been Gtlteotsand ightvayed t o transportation

from the cityods fearlydeklopmgntwas The townos Strategic Planning Issues
focused around the small passenger and freight depot on the Regional highway access is one Related to Transportation
Charleston and Western Carolina Railroad, located on the west advantages. US Highway 276 (Main Street) and the regional

side of the railroad between Jenkins Street and Miller Road. water line that was built alongside the highway created the

The original city boundary was a one-mile radius centered on population boom that transformed a rural crossroads into a Strengths

the depot. suburbancity. The ci tyos proxi-3bangl- and e Good regional highway access, good location

85 promoted industrial growth and make the area a convenient
This transportation chapterof Maul di n6s ¢ o mpr eiesdansial area, wiphlredatively easy access to employment

will address all modes of surface transportation, and will centers anywhere in the Upstate. Weaknesses

identify needs and priorities for street and highway e Appearance of Commercial Areas

improvements, pedestrian and bicycle facilities, and public Funding Sources for Road Improvements e Fragmented, inadequate bicycle and pedestrian

transportation services and facilities. The focus of this element facilities

is the city limits of Mauldin, but issues and priorities within the Most federal and state funding for road improvements flows e Bottlenecks on major roads

surrounding Mauldin Planning Area also are addressed. through Greenville-Pickens Area Transportation Study e Weak community identity
(GPATYS), a regional transportation planning organization made o Ve resE et serdee

Early in the comprehensive planning process, several groups up of state and local elected officials from the region.

participated in a strategic planning exercise to identify Greenville County Planning Department provides primary staff

strengths, weaknesses, opportuni ti e s supportifrom federalastate, and tocal pannérssaviemgineers

Opportunities
e Create a city-wide greenway trail system, connect to
surrounding trail facilities
e CU-ICAR and St. Francis Hospital campus, potential
customers and residents
e Create local and regional mass transit services
e Coordinate development of US 276 corridor with City

[ S
anal ysiso for Maul ltiistsstrategt he s i d pdtieipate im techmidalg@valuation of projects.
planning issues related to transportation.

GPATS produces a 20-year long range plan, and from this plan
B W selects projects for funding in a five-year Transportation

LAURENS CTY LIERARY

Improvement Program (TIP). The long range plan and TIP
must be approved by GPATS in cooperation with SCDOT; no
project can be funded with federal transportation dollars unless

it is included in the plan and TIP. The most recent GPATS of Greenville _
project in the Mauldin planning area was the widening of e Hi g h gas prices make Mau
Verdin Road between Butler Road and Woodruff Road. more important

Funding for minor road improvements, sidewalks, and

resurfacing is available through the Greenville County Threats
Legislative Delegation Transportation Committee (commonly ° Flogdlng a_nd stormwater runoff prpblems _
cal |l ddinfd@ o) . Applications for e Freight train traffic detracts from city center image

e Lack of #Asmart growth, o
development progresses

e Traffic congestion: Ashmore Bridge Road, Butler

] Road, schools, commuter routes

Maul dinbds railroad depot was | e Repeating planning mistakes of Woodruff Road and

Miller Road and Hyde Circle; this view is from Miller Road at Fairview Road
Murray Drive. The depot was dismantled in 1953.
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guarterly, and generally require 20 to 50 percent matching funds from the
applicant. Recent C-funds projects in Mauldin include widening of Holland
Road (in the late 1990s from Butler Road to Centerpointe Business Park,
and recently from Centerpointe to Bridges Road), intersection
improvements at Bridges/Holland and at Miller/Corn intersections, and
several resurfacing projects.

City of Mauldin general funds support routine maintenance, repairs, and
resurfacing of streets, and are used to match C-funds grants.

Inventory of Streets and Highways

Table 6-1, summarizes the inventory of streets and highways serving
Mauldin, and is derived from Greenville County GIS data. The City
assumes responsibility for new subdivision streets, and for County-
maintained roads when those roads are annexed into the City. Where the
city limits run along a public roadway, such as northern Knollwood Drive,
the City and County share maintenance responsibility.

Table 6-1
Street and Highway Inventory for the City of Mauldin
Centerline Percent
Road Type Miles of Miles
Interstates (1-385 and 1-185) 4.33 3%
US Primary Highways (US 276) 5.25 4%
Frontage Roads (US 276) 0.40 0%
State Primary Highways (SC 417) 1.39 1%
State Secondary Roads 23.89 19%
City and County Maintained Roads 83.38 66%
Private Roads and Drives 7.88 6%
Total 126.53 100%

The Interstate routes, North Main Street (US 276), South Main Street (SC

417), and Butler Road (State SecondaryRoad1 0 7 el1r0 70§ s er ve

largest share of traffic in the area. Recent traffic counts show over 30,000
vehicles per day on North Main Street, and 34,000 vehicles per day on
West Butler Road. 1-385 carries over 57,000 vehicles per day between
Butler Road and Bridges Road, while the Southern Connector (1-185) toll
road carries fewer than 8,000 vehicles per day.

Table 6-2

Traffic Counts on Selected Roads

Route 2008
North Main Street (US 276) 29,200
South Main Street (SC 417) 12,700
East Butler Road 20,500
West Butler Road 24,800
Ashmore Bridge Road 13,000
Miller Road 6,400
Bethel Road 3,200
Southern Connector 7,600
Golden Strip Freeway 71,500

Source: SCDOT data provided by Greenville County

Table 6-3 lists the state-maintained secondary roads within the City.

Most of these roads are minor thoroughfares or collector streets. Prior to
1973, the state highway department routinely accepted maintenance
responsibility for new local streets. As a result, a few residential
subdivision streets (Shaver Drive, Evening Way, Moore St., and Pinecrest
Drive) are state-maintained roads.

Most roads with significant traffic volumes are included in the Federal-

t he

Table 6-3
State Maintained Roads

Road Name

ASHMORE BRIDGE RD

BALCOME BLVD

BETHEL DR

BETHEL RD

BETHEL SCHOOL RD

BON AIR ST

BRIDGES RD (Part)

CORN RD

E BUTLER RD

EVENING WAY

FORRESTER DR (Part)

GREER DR

HAMBY DR

HOLLAND RD (Part)

HYDE CIR

LOG SHOALS RD

MILLER RD

MOORE ST

MURRAY DR

N GOLDEN STRIP DR

NEELY FERRY RD

NEW NEELY FERRY RD

OLD MILL RD

OLD STAGE RD

OWENS LN

PINECREST DR

SHAVER DR

TANNER RD

VERDIN RD

W BUTLER RD

Source: Greenville County GIS data
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Aid highway system. On these routes, SCDOT can use Federal gas tax
funds for improvements and major repairs, and these routes are eligible
for widening or other improvements using funds administered through
GPATS. Map 6-1 illustrates the federal-aid eligible network of streets and
highways serving Mauldin. An obvious missing link in the network shown
in this map is Bridges Road, which recently was added to the system by
SCDOT following a request submitted by City of Mauldin staff through
GPATS.

Existing Traffic Congestion

Traffic congestion issues in Mauldin are focused on commuter routes,
commercial areas, and schools.

e Congestion is most severe along Main Street (US 276) and Butler
Road, the principal thoroughfares serving the City, but also has
become a significant issue on Ashmore Bridge Road, Miller Road,
and Bridges Road.

e Traffic delays up to 10 minutes are common on Butler Road in front
of Mauldin High School; the Butler Road corridor is significantly
congested through the entire city;

e Main Street operates
Butler Road; Ashmore Bridge Road is overwhelmed at peak
periods by commuter traffic;

e Miller Road has become an alternate route for traffic bound for
commercial areas on Woodruff Road;

e Bridges Road has become an alternate route for commuters
accessing 1-385, and also is a major route for Mauldin High,
Mauldin Middle, and Mauldin Elementary school traffic.

Congestion becomes most severe when local commercial traffic,
commuter traffic, and school traffic overlap on the same road. In many
cases, these overlaps occur because the local street network is poorly
developed and poorly connected.

Map 6-2 illustrates existing traffic congestion as of 2005 in Mauldin. The
ALevel of Servicedo ratings
traffic congestion, with fAAO
congested. The map is derived from the GPATS regional travel

being

forecasting model, which uses an inventory of existing residential,
industrial, commercial, and school locations to replicate existing traffic
patterns. Level of Service is based on average conditions during the day,
and may not precisely capture peak hour congestion. The regional travel
model uses forecasts of residential, commercial, industrial, and school
growth to predict future traffic patterns.

As the Upstate continues to grow, traffic congestion is predicted to worsen
dramatically. The most severe congestion in the region is predicted to
focus in the area between City of Mauldin and City of Greenville, around I-
85 and [-385. All of the arterial highways serving the Mauldin area i US
276, 1-385, Butler Road, and Woodruff Road -- are predicted to become
extremely congested even after all cost-feasible improvements are made
to the highway system, according to the GPATS long range plan.

Map 6-3 illustrates the predicted traffic conditions in 2030, based on
forecast population growth, employment growth, and financially feasible
road improvements.

Intersections

reasonabl y wAtlepstteningeesgrtionsintor neaf thegity icuirenty experience peak how i t

congestion, and are listed in the sidebar at right. The overlap of school
traffic with commuter traffic at these locations is the fundamental cause of
most traffic congestion. In a few cases, developing alternate routes is
preferable to improving existing intersections, due to the cost and impacts
of adding more lanes at existing intersections. Generally, connected
networks that help separate local traffic from regional traffic provide the
most balanced and efficient transportation system.

Three intersections (listed at sidebar right) have alignment problems in
addition to traffic congestion delays. Relocation of one approach to the
intersection or the addition of a new minor street connection will improve
these intersections.

Improving these intersections is an important objective of this plan. City

present e d S@afyill goRtigue working threpgh;multiple fedefaly state @nd lpgalsseurces

uncongested and fAFO0O being extremely

Ten Most Congested
Intersections

Main Street (US 276) at Butler
Rd

West Butler Road at Ashmore
Bridge Road

East Butler Road at Bridges
Road

Holland Road at Bridges Road
Tanner Road at Bridges Road
Bridges Road at Bethel Road
Miller Road at Woodruff Road
Miller Road at Old Mill Road
Bethel Road at Holland Road
Butler Road at Holland Road
Butler Road at Tanner Road

Three Intersections With
Additional Problems

Butler Road at Bethel Drive and
Old Mill Road (offset
intersections)

Butler Road at Owens Lane and
Murray Drive (offset
intersections)

Miller Road at Murray Drive and
Jenkins Street (confusing traffic
patterns and railroad crossing)
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