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Maul dinds growth has foll owed a tribumiies, which gdvige qtiet maiural aefuges and ionpotbaat n Acul ti vat edi cpnecentrated alorgrHdlland Road

pattern. Subdivisions have replaced farms and pastures in a wildlife habitat. and Tanner Road in the northeastern part of the planning area

random pattern, leaving behind scattered remnants of the -- have been converted to residential use.

areaods agricultural | andscape. Cows, hoExEsﬁnsQ,Condiwongoats graze

pasturesalongsome of the cityods busiest streets. Weat her ed Water Resources

barns share road frontage with fast food restaurants. Century- Topography and Soils

old oaks shade historic farmhouses that adjoin convenience Mauldin is located along the ridge line that separates the

stores. Mauldin is located in the upper Piedmont province of the Reedy River basin from the Enoree River basin. US Highway
Appalachian Highlands physiographic region. The Piedmont 276 generally follows the ridge between the Reedy and Enoree

This mixture of agricultural lands with suburban development province is bordered by the Coastal Plain province to the river basins through Mauldin.

has produced an interesting and diverse suburban landscape. southeast and the Blue Ridge province to the northwest,

City residents enjoy an extensive and generally healthy urban although only the extreme northwestern corner of the state is In the Enoree River basin, the major creek systems within the

forest, and a careful observer will find a wide variety of wildlife, within the Blue Ridge province. The Piedmont meets the Mauldin area are Gilder Creek and Little Gilder Creek, which

particularly along Gilder Creek and Laurel Creek and their Coast al Pl ai n sanamed heeause Btredmis ant i n e @rain the northeastern part of the planning area, and Bridge
rivers form rapids or waterfalls where the rocky soil of the Fork Creek, which drains the east central part of the planning

/ Piedmont meets the sandy soil of the Coastal Plain. As shown area. Significant wetland areas along Bridge Fork Creek north
in Map 4-1 (below left), the Piedmont province stretches from of SC 417 are visible from 1-385. The Gilder Creek system is
Delaware to Alabama. highly impacted by urban runoff and flooding problems are
significant. The remaining wetlands provide important

The Piedmont area is characterized by rolling hills, with floodwater storage and filter sediments, improving water quality
elevations typically between 200 to 1000 feet above sea level, downstream. Wetland areas were much more extensive
and moderately fertile clay soils. The Mauldin area is one of throughout the upstate before the era of large-scale farming;
many parts of the Piedmont province that has been damaged soil erosion has filled many of theregiond6 s nat ur al wet | a
by soil erosion associated with intensive cotton farming; soil over the past 150 years or so.

erosion continues to be a persistent problem, evidenced by the
coffee-colored runoff that fills creeks and roadside ditches
following heavy rains, as poorly-stabilized slopes and cleared
lands readily erode.

Soils in the Mauldin Area are useful for agriculture and are

generally suitable for residential, commercial and industrial
development in areas outside of the floodplains of Gilder Creek

and Laurel Creek. Very little prime farmlands remain within the
Mauldin PlanningArea, as most of the area
lands have been converted to urban use.

Map 4-2 depicts general soil suitability for urban uses, and
Map 4-3 depicts prime farmlands. Available data on prime -
farmlands is not current; most of the areas characterized as Gilder Creek near East Butler Road and Bethel Road

Map 4-1: The Piedmont province of the Appalachian
Highlands region stretches across Upstate South Carolina
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Map 4-2
Soil Suitability
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Map 4-3
Prime Soils
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Major creeks in the Reedy River basin are Laurel Creek, which

drains the northwestern part of Mauldin, and Ranch Creek,
which roughly parallels Ashmore Bridge Road and drains the
south central portion of the planning area. Tar Creek and
Marrowbone Creek drain areas west of the Reedy River. Map
4-4 illustrates the river basins that divide the Mauldin Area.

Floodplains are illustrated in Map 4-5, and extend along most
of the main branches and tributaries of Laurel Creek, Ranch
Creek, Gilder Creek and the Reedy River. Most of Laurel
Creek within the Mauldin planning area is bordered by
undeveloped or semi-rural areas, and few buildings have
encroached on the floodplain. Ranch Creek is bordered by
subdivisions, but floodplain protection ordinances were in place
when these subdivisions were built and development generally
has not encroached on the floodplain.

Flooding is a significant problem along Gilder Creek in several
subdivisions that were built in the 1960s and early 1970s.
Libby Lane, Brookbend Court, and Shadecrest Drive are
examples of areas where flooding has been an issue for
residents.

Stream buffers are one tool that can be used to control surface
water runoff and improve water quality. Also known as riparian
buffers, undisturbed natural forested areas along streams have
been shown to be effective in controlling nonpoint source
pollution by removing nitrogen and sediment from urban
stormwater runoff.

Greenway trails can be incorporated into stream buffers, and
combine active recreational benefits with water quality benefits.

Soil erosion persists as a significant water quality problem in
Mauldin. Much of the current erosion problems arise from
landscape maintenance practices. Attempts to establish lawns
on steep slopes generally fail due to the erodibility of many of

Mquldin

Expect Grear Things.
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the area® soils. Weekly mowing with riding lawn mowers
worsens this problem. Some of the worst soil erosion
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