
 
Minutes 

Recreation Committee 
February 1, 2016 

6:00 PM 
3rd committee meeting 

 
Members present were Chairman Terry Merritt, Committee members Carol King 
and Taft Matney.  Recreation Director Van Brannon and City Administrator Trey 
Eubanks were also present. 

 
 

1. Call to order.- Chairman Merritt  

2. Public comment. 

3. Reading and approval of minutes.- Councilman Matney made a motion to 

approve the January 4th minutes with Councilwoman King seconding.  The vote 

was unanimous (3-0). 

4. Reports or communications from city officers.- None 

 

5. Unfinished business 

a.   Sports Center Survey- Van is still going through the raw data from the  

      surveys.  Most surveys returned are from older females.   

 

   b.   PR Consultant Status for Recreation Programs- Trey said Ashley Hunter  

         from MPA Strategies came to the department head meeting last week.  The  

         company will be doing PR in general, grant procurement, and developing  

         ways to help increase our sports center membership numbers.  MPA  

         Strategies is going to take the information from the surveys to come up with  

         a game plan to increase membership. 

 

c. Review of Facilities-  

1. Ray Hopkins 

a.  Roof replacement- This project will being in March. 

 

b. Parking signs- Van said there will be some mock-ups coming to committee 

soon to choose new signage for the parks.   

 
 



c. Exercise area equipment upgrade- Some of the equipment that is not 

professional grade is not being used.  Some of it is donated equipment.  

There is a company coming in to evaluate the equipment.   

d. New TV- TVs are discounted around Super Bowl time and will be looked at 

then. 

e. Monitoring exercise room when occupied- If we ever have a senior who has 

a health problem, he could be waiting for help.  There is closed-circuit tv 

available for monitoring.  There are some Wi-Fi units available.  Life Alert 

makes a system that alerts and pages for help.  The Director is looking at 

options to come up with what might work best. 

2. Sports Center 

a.  Timers on outside security lights- Public Works staff met with Carolina  

 Power on this.  We are waiting on a report with some options on putting the   

 lights on a timer. 

 

3. Sunset Park Future Development –Playground area- Options are being looked 

at for this as well.  We might be able to do something like American Ninja has 

too.  Chairman Merritt said the parents he has talked to say they like 

playgrounds to be enclosed.  We are getting a broad range of prices.  Ropes 

are really popular right now. Playgrounds get really pricy with different options.  

Councilman Matney said the facilities Cleveland Park with the ropes are always 

closed for repairs.  He wants to make sure we get something that can be used.  

Councilwoman King said climbing walls are popular.   

 

Van said the last playground we were involved in at Pine Forest was we tell the 

vendor how much we want to spend, and they come to us with options rather 

than us doing specs for equipment.  Chairman Merritt said he knows several 

people who are asked for their opinions and he has no problem getting 

feedback from them.  Trey said he could work with the Chairman and anyone 

else in the community who would like to share their opinions.  Chairman Merritt 

said the Youth summer program is coming back under Tia Freeman and he 

would like to get her input as well.  Councilman Matney said that a lot of the 

people that will use the equipment are ones waiting on sports program 



participants, so they should be consulted as well.  We could send them some 

information and ask for feedback and communication. 

  

a. Miracle League playground repairs/maintenance- The repairs are complete.   

 

b. Rec, PW use of new property adjacent to existing- Nothing new to report. 

 

      6. New business 

          a. Cultural Center parking/playground- Trey had a meeting with the engineer and  

              staff.  Pros and cons were discussed regarding location of playground  

              equipment and parking improvements.  The engineer is drafting those options  

              discussed and will give a comprehensive overview.   

 

          b. Architect RFQ- Springfield park improvements- These are due Wednesday.  

             Trey said this item could be sent to the council meeting for discussion.  Bids  

              could be tallied and a report sent to council before the 15th. 

               

             The fencing contractor should start working in about three weeks. 

          

  A pre-design meeting was held for civil engineering last week.  Everything 

  looks good for permits. 

 

7. Public comment. 

Leo Joyce: Any or all of the playground equipment, does it impact insurance 

premiums?  

 

Trey said we report any equipment that is new to our insurance provider. If there 

is impact, he doesn’t think it will be much because it will be replacing existing 

equipment.  As for the new equipment, it will be reported, but shouldn’t have 

much of an impact. 

 

Rollie Hyust:  I have been approached by several senior citizens at the Ray 

Hopkins Senior Center and they would like to know about a bingo board, so 

when they call out the numbers, they can see them clearly on a board. 



  

8. Committee concerns. 

9. Adjournment.- Chairman Merritt adjourned the meeting. 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Cindy Miler 

Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 


