
  
 

Minutes 
Planning and Economic Development Committee 

April 6, 2015 
6:00 PM 

1st committee meeting 
 

Members present were Chairman Taft Matney, Committee members Terry Merritt 
and Scott Crosby.  John Gardner, Economic Development Planner, George 
McLeer, Cultural Center, and Trey Eubanks, City Administrator were also present. 
 

1. Call to order- Chairman Matney  

2. Public comment- None  

3. Reading and approval of minutes- Councilman Merritt made a motion to approve 

the minutes with Councilman Crosby seconding.  The vote was unanimous (3-0). 

4. Reports or communications from city officers 

a. Economic Development- John Gardner reported there is a lot of active 

development in both residential and commercial areas.  We have reached out 

to Hughes Development regarding Coca-Cola and have not had a response 

yet. 

b. Office of Cultural Affairs- April is a big month for the cultural center.  The town 

hall meeting is next Thursday.  The Garden Club Spring Fling is Saturday.  

There will be vendors, bluegrass, arts and crafts.  There will be two concerts 

at the end of April as well.   

5. Unfinished business 

6. New business 

a. Alcohol policy update- This policy was developed in 2010 in order to provide 

opportunity for use at the cultural center and senior center.  There has been a 

steady increase in events every year.  George has updated the policy with 

input from the Police Chief.  George said after research of other 

municipalities’ policies, he has added some different wording and made 

changes.  Presently, all alcohol requests have to come through both 

committee and council for approval.  There have been concerns that people 

do not want their events announced in a public forum.  The change would 

allow the City Administrator or his designee to approve requests 10 days in 

advance.  Currently, we need 45 days advance notice.  This would also allow 

service of beer and wine at the amphitheater.  This also creates 3 



classifications of events.  Class one is under 75 people geared more towards 

chamber events or receptions.  Class two is up to 250 people held indoors, 

and third class is larger than 250 people.  There will be security measures 

and stricter requirements.  Some minor components are updates of the 

wristband policy and incorporating the TULIP program to purchase liability 

insurance.  The request form has also been updated to mirror the changes.  

There is no financial impact other than the purchase of wristbands, which will 

be bought by the party putting on the event. The wristband policy was copied 

from the City of Greenville. 

 

Councilman Merritt asked if this item needs to go to Finance because it is a 

policy.  Chairman Matney said no, it is not a city policy, it is a cultural center 

policy, which is under the purview of the PEDC committee.  Councilman 

Merritt doesn’t understand the concern of naming the event publicly if they 

are going to use city property.  If they are good enough to use the city’s 

property and drink alcohol, they should be able to name their event.  

Chairman Matney said he understands, but they are private citizens and 

shouldn’t have to have their business plastered everywhere.  Councilman 

Crosby asked if the people appreciate their privacy when they register for the 

event.  George said yes.  This is also discoverable under FOIA.  Chairman 

Matney said he has never seen another municipality take building rentals 

through council or committee meetings.  George said in terms of alcohol 

requests, there are no other municipalities that take them through council. 

Chairman Matney said that Mr. McLeer has talked to the police chief on this. 

 

Chairman Matney asked Chief Turner his opinion on this issue.  Chief Turner 

said he is not aware of any problems since we started this.  An officer will be 

present at the event.  Wristbands are done properly.  The only thing that we 

have had to respond to was some noise complaints.  Councilman Crosby 

said there is an option available for the City to handle this in case someone 

gets out of hand.  Simpsonville has a facility that they have asked for our help 

with.  They also have event staff to help handle their concerts.  Their facility is 

different from our amphitheater.  Councilman Crosby asked Chief Turner if 

the wording regarding our police officers being provided would preclude us 



from calling Simpsonville if we need them.  Chief Turner said we would not 

have an event big enough that we could not handle ourselves. 

Councilman Merritt asked why class 3 was not included with the liability 

insurance.  George said he would change that. 

 

Councilman Merritt then asked if a line could be added that the event will be 

checked with the ABC commission if need be.  George said he would add 

that to the wording.  Councilman Merritt said he would like to see a buffer 

zone between the sports center and cultural center.  He doesn’t want the 

sports center members to have to try to get by a bunch of people with beer in 

a  cup. Councilman Merritt said he would like to see it from the sports center 

parking lot right next to the amphitheater.  George said that area was 

currently used during the barbecue event for restroom and food truck 

locations for this year and that staff would approve the event layout and could 

incorporate a buffer.  Chairman Matney asked if we could cover this with a 

special exception.  Councilman Crosby said he doesn’t have a problem with a 

buffer but making that an alcohol free buffer is not going to change the use of 

the area. 

 

This item was sent to council by Councilman Crosby with a second by 

Councilman Merritt.  The vote was 3-0. 

 

b. Special event application- This item was sent to council by Councilman 

Crosby with a second by Councilman Merritt.  The vote was 3-0.  The alcohol 

policy and special event application are forwarded for discussion. 

 

c. Way finding signs- John Gardner said this item was previously worked on by 

Olivia Vassey.  A table has listed all the sign locations.  John is working with 

DOT on placement. Because of the limit to destinations, you can’t track to all 

the destinations.  For example, the chamber might be listed on an interstate 

sign, but not on a sign closer in town.  Three is the destination limit for a sign.  

The bids for the package is up to 38 signs for $22,059.  $580 per sign.  That 

is with production and installation.  $17,995 for 22 way finding signs and 9 

entranceway signs.  John suggested a working group look at this to make 



sure these are the locations we want.  Councilman Merritt says if he is sitting 

at the intersection of West Butler and Fowler, he probably doesn’t need a 

sign pointing to the library.  Councilman Crosby said you need a sign when 

you are turning, not when you are going straight.  Chairman Matney said a 

working group makes sense.  Trey said he would like to include John, Kim 

and George as well as the PEDC committee and a representative from 

SCDOT. 

 
Councilman Crosby made a motion to start this committee.  Councilman 

Merritt seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous (3-0). 

7. Public comment 

Leo Joyce:  As far as special events, can we publicize those? 

Chairman Matney:  In what way? 

Leo Joyce:  A wedding or party? 

George McLeer:  Only if it is a city sponsored event. 

John Gardner:  Are you thinking about crashing a wedding? 

Councilman Cook:  There are a couple of things in the alcohol thing I don’t agree 

with.  Some of these events that I have voted for, I was embarrassed that I voted 

for it, but I did because of the policy.  Who will sell the beer and wine?  Are we 

going to get any money?  Were any events canceled because they didn’t serve 

beer and wine?  I think we are opening a can of worms.  I would like to see family 

friendly events and for kids.  I don’t agree with the concept and I don’t agree that 

the council doesn’t vote for the events.  I would hate for someone to ask me what 

was going on at the center and I don’t know. I have spoken to each council 

member.  I am not going to be here on the 20th, and would like to move it to April 

21st or 27th.  I think we have a good cultural center, but I want to know who gets 

the money for beer sales.  What is going to stop people from bringing stuff in 

boxes.  I am against it. 

Councilman Goodson:  Does this policy allow vendors to sell beer?   

Chairman Matney:  It is a ticketing system. 

Councilman Goodson:  $6.00 beer?  Not many people I know will get drunk off 

$6.00 beer. 

Councilman Merritt:  The person holding the event has to bring in bartenders.   



Councilman Black:  Has the city attorney looked at this?  I would like for him to 

have input before this goes to council.  I would like him to weigh in on it. 

Trey Eubanks:  The city attorney will have input to council before the council 

meeting. 

8. Committee concerns 

9. Adjournment 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Cindy Miller 

Municipal Clerk 

 

 

NOTICE:  A majority or quorum of City Council may attend a committee meeting. 


